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fighting on this Front a strong force of Italians, who are ardent to free
their country from the German grip and taint. This force will very
soon be more than doubled in strength. The Lieutenant of the Realm
is often with these troops.

The largest mass of all the troops on the Italian Front comes, of
course, from the United Kingdom. Not far short of half the divisions
on the whole front are from this Island. Joined with them are New
Zealand, Canadian, South African and Indian Divisions, or perhaps I
should say British-Indian Divisions, because, as is sometimes for-
gotten, one-third of them are British. The British Army in Italy
includes also Palestinian units; and here I would mention the
announcement, which I think will be appreciated and approved, that
the Government have decided to accede to the request of the Jewish
Agency for Palestine that a Jewish Brigade group should be formed
to take part in active operations. I know there are vast numbers
of Jews serving with our Forces and the American Forces throughout
all the Armies, but it seems to me indeed appropriate that a special
Jewish unit, a special unit of that race which has suffered indescribable
torments from the Nazis, should be represented as a distinct formation
amongst the forces gathered for their final overthrow, and I have no
doubt they will not only take part in the struggle but also in the
occupation which will follow.

A very hard task lies before the Army in Italy. It has already
pierced at several points the strong Gothic line by which Kesselring
has sought to defend the passage of the Apennines. I had an oppor-
tunity of watching and following the advance of the Eighth Army
across the Metauro River, which began on August 26th. The extra-
ordinary defensive strength of the ground held by the enemy was
obvious. The mountain ridges rise one behind the other in a seemingly
endless succession, like the waves of the sea, and each had to be
conquered or turned by superior force and superior weapons. The
process was bound to be lengthy and costly, but it is being completed,
has, in fact, been practically completed. At the same time, General
Clark's Fifth Army, advancing from the Florence area, has pierced
deep into the mountain ranges, and, having broken the enemy's
centre, now stands on the northern slopes of the Apennines at no
great distance from Bologna, a place of definite strategic importance.
General Alexander has now definitely broken into the basin of the
Po, but here we exchange the barriers of mountain ridges for the
perpetual interruption of the ground by streams and canals. Never-
theless, conditions henceforward will be more favourable for the
destruction or rout of Kesselring's Army, and this is the objective to
which all British and Allied Forces will be unceasingly bent. Farther
than that, it is not desirable to peer at the present moment.
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